WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of March 10, 2026

Library Director Jackie Zuzzi called the regular meeting of Tuesday, March 10, 2026 to order at 7:00
p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present:
Mary Grant, Sarah Tang, Carolyn Krickus, Kerry Conklin, Heather Kourpas, Andi Huber, Neil Szigethy,
Paul Konop, Kathy McGroarty

Trustees absent:
None.

Staff present:
Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director; Janice Parish, Bookkeeper

Minutes:
Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of February 10, 2026 was made by Mary Grant and
seconded by Neil Szigethy. Motion passed. Paul Konop and Kathy McGroarty abstained.

Correspondence:
Jackie received the following donations:
e 5300 from the Friends of the Library

Open to the Public:
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report:

Budget Balance

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for February 2026 and the budget balance is
$1,206,623.39. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Carolyn Krickus and seconded by
Andi Huber. Motion passed.

Bill Approval
Bills to be paid for March 2026 were presented. Bills total $43,628.51. Motion was made to approve

bill payment for the monthly bills by Neil Szigethy and seconded by Carolyn Krickus. There was a
capital expenditure, a new Chromebook and locking stands for the teen area at a cost of $450.08.
Motion passed unanimously with “aye” votes from the following: Mary Grant, Carolyn Krickus, Sarah
Tang, Heather Kourpas, Paul Konop, Neil Szigethy, Carolyn Krickus, and Kerry Conklin.

Investment Account



The ending balance of each investment account is: $14,801.24 (Fulton Checking), $24,986.58 (Fulton
Unemployment), $203,366.93 (Valley Checking). The total Investment Account balance is $302,039.44.

Director’s Report:
l. Building and Grounds

The new boiler passed the Township’s mechanical inspection, but not the electrical
inspection. John Groel of JWG, will be doing the necessary work once the weather warms
up and it will be re-inspected. Weather permitting, he along with the DPW will also be
installing the new pole light in the parking lot.

The diner booth that was purchased in memory of Kaitlyn McNally, has arrived and been
put in place. We are ordering a plaque and will be contacting her family.

1. Operations

Janice and | have been working on the annual NJ State Aid Report. Several of these
numbers that we report are reflected in the Annual Report.

Amanda attended the New Jersey Library Association’s Annual Conference. She was
inspired by many new ideas and programs which she wants to share with our community.
Two of the programs that she hopes to bring into the library are; a teen-led tutoring
program and a family reading club. The teen-led tutoring program will ideally start in the
next school year and will run similarly to the Girl Scout Gold Award program we had in the
past called. The family reading club will encourage families to read together and have
thoughtful conversations about books and their themes. Her target audience for this
program is the ESL families and she has plans to work with the local ESL teachers to
organize and recruit families.

Amanda reached out to the local school librarians about visiting for Read Across America
and received positive feedback. Flocktown-Kossman and Old Farmers are both working on
finding dates for her to visit for a guest reading spot, which will also give her an
opportunity to highlight library programs. Ms. Janice was able to attend an author visit at
Flocktown-Kossman with author Wendy Mass. Janice’s book club, “The Dirty Mushrooms”
read Bob by the author and members of the club will also had a photo opportunity with
Wendy! The high school will also be having their Life Skills class visit the library on March
17, to learn about programs offered at the library, search through the different book
sections and check out books to take home.

March programming will be busy with lots of maker-themed programs, including making
beaded plants, crafting terrariums with the company Roots & Rivers and table sized mini-
golf courses. There will be a visit from the very popular Miss Jolie for the younger crowd.

The Garden Club of Long Valley will also be sharing their Pollinator Plant Party, helping
kids learn about different plants and pollinators. In the spring, the kids will be invited to
help plant the pollinators in the library’s garden.

In adult programming, our Community Read began which began on Feb. 2nd, has been



going well! The books are flying off the shelf and our tie-in program, Introduction to Tarot
was a hit. There were 28 attendees, including many new faces, indicating that the
Community Read is doing exactly what we’d hoped; drawing new people to the library and
together. This month’s tie-in programs include Developing Intuition, this two-part
workshop is presented by Nathalie Frapreau, who has been a hit in the past. Nathalie will
help attendees develop their intuition by focusing on their clairsentience and
clairempathy. Also scheduled this month is a jazz concert celebrating the Ladies of Song,

a bevy of Songbirds and their recordings from across the decades, from the 40s through
the 70s. Laura Hull will perform with an accompanying pianist. This program is both a
celebration of Women’s History Month and a Community Read tie-in. We are also holding
our third Repair Café, where volunteers will be available to repair bicycles, small
appliances, and cloth items. Finally, our annual Seed Swap is scheduled for this month,
which is an opportunity for local gardeners to swap seeds, advice and stories and gives us
a chance to promote the Seed Library and our upcoming gardening programs.

The Friends of the Library’s Lifetime Learning series, American Sound begins at the end of
the month.

On the library walls this month, is a display of the work of the Long Valley Middle School
students, in honor of Youth Art Month.

Committee Reports:
Andi Huber, Neil Szigethy, and Carolyn Krickus volunteered to join the Strategic Plan Committee.

Unfinished Business:
None.

New Business:

Line Item Transfer
The following changes are to be made:
e Move $61.08 from Maintenance & Repairs to Pest Control
e Move 55,000 from Maintenance & Repairs to Office — Library Marketing
Motion was made by Mary Grant to approve the changes listed above. Motion was seconded by Neil
Szigethy. Motion passed.

2025 Annual Report
Jackie presented the 2025 Annual Report.

Investment Account Strategy

Janice proposed rolling over the current CD at Valley National for another 12 months at 3.94 APR.
Motion was made by Mary Grant to approve the presented strategy and seconded by Carolyn Krickus.
Motion passed.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:37 pm made by Mary Grant and seconded by Neil Szigethy. Motion
passed.



