WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of April 14, 2026

Library Director Jackie Zuzzi called the regular meeting of Tuesday, April 14, 2026 to order at
7:01 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present:
Mary Grant, Sarah Tang, Heather Kourpas, Andi Huber, Paul Konop, Kathy McGroarty

Trustees absent:
Carolyn Krickus, Neil Szigethy, Kerry Conklin

Staff present:
Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director; Janice Parish, Bookkeeper

Minutes:
Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of March 10, 2026 was made by Mary Grant
and seconded by Andi Huber. Motion passed.

Correspondence:
Jackie received a very complimentary email from Danielle Bergen regarding the children’s
program.

A donation was made from the Long Valley Junior Women’s Club for $800, designated for
Summer Reading books.

Open to the Public:

Meeting was open to the public. Diane Muenzen was present. She presented a proposal to
purchase or lease her office space in the Valley Professional Building at 59 East Mill as a Library
Annex.

Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report:

Budget Balance

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for March 2026 and the budget balance is
$1,110,330.70. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Andi Huber and seconded

by Sarah Tang. Motion passed.

Bill Approval



Bills to be paid for March 2026 were presented. Bills total $78,909.51. Motion was made to
approve bill payment for the monthly bills by Mary Grant and seconded by Andi Huber. Motion
passed unanimously with “aye” votes from the following: Kathy McGroarty, Mary Grant, Sarah
Tang, Heather Kourpas, and Paul Konop.

Investment Account
The total Investment Account balance is $422,752.19.

Director’s Report:

I Building and Grounds
The next section of the roof is scheduled to be replaced on Friday, 4/3.

JWG Electric did the necessarily work to fix the 120v lines connected to the new boiler, which
was passed upon reinspection.

The diner booth was “dedicated” in memory of Kaitlyn McNally. Amanda, Maria Birch and | had
a small reception with her family and friends.

1. Operations

National Library Week is April 19-25. The theme this year is “Find Your Joy”. Some of the
activities taking place are a “find your joy” themed display, collection highlight in the library
catalog, social media post and merchandise (for a prize drawing). We will be celebrating our
staff on National Library Workers Day on Tuesday, 4/21 with a bagel breakfast. It’s also
National Volunteer Month, we will be presenting our volunteers with a small gift. The marketing
committee meets regularly to plan events and is working on a marketing plan that will be
presented to the board.

April is also Financial Literacy Month and the Youth Services Department will be holding two
programs in which community members will be stopping in to share their knowledge and
expertise. We will be holding “Financial Literacy 101" with a local Seton Hall student who will
be teaching kids money saving/investing skills. We will also be hosting local business owner
Amani Shahin, who will be teaching teens how to make popular coffee shop drinks at home and
also how to start their own business. Amani started Pop & Pour NJ which was inspired by her
daughter.

The Teen area has undergone a facelift with the addition of the diner booth. We were also able
to purchase new rocking chairs for the teens to make the area more inviting. We are looking
forward to the warmer months to see all the new furniture in use by the teens.



Adult programming highlights this month includes an Author Talk with Lucy Gilmore. The
author of our Community Read book The Lonely Hearts Book Club will be on Zoom to give a talk
and answer patrons questions. We are holding two gardening programs in conjunction with
our Seed Library. The first is, The ABC’s of Lawn Renovation. Rutgers Master Gardener, Brian
will teach the how, when and why of lawn renovation and how the selection of the right grass
seed for your specific needs and soil conditions is important. Also, this month is Invasive
Species in our Spaces. The NJ Invasive Species Strike Team is most known for their work in
eradicating invasive species for the protection and conservation of rare species, including plants
and wildlife.

The WTHS shared a link to our America250 the ever-growing list programs that have been
scheduled throughout the year, celebrating the country’s birthday.

Committee Reports:

Strategic Plan Committee

The committee met with Rethinking Libraries and Library Crossroads via zoom. A motion was
made to use Library Crossroads for the 2026 Strategic Plan, and seconded by Mary Grant.
Motion passed.

Unfinished Business:
None.

New Business:
2026 Landscaping Contract
A motion was made by Mary Grant to approve of DRS Lawn and Landscaping for the Library’s

landscaping contract for 2026, and seconded by Paul Konop. Motion passed.

Website Design Contract
Jackie presented the proposal from renaissance Web Solutions for the Library’s website design.

Marketing Plan

Janice presented the goals and objectives of the Marketing Committee.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:44 pm made by Mary Grant and seconded by Helen Kourpas.
Motion passed.



