WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of May 7, 2024

President Kathy McGroarty called the regular meeting of Tuesday, May 7, 2024 to order at 7:01
p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Patricia McCarty, Carolyn Krickus, Kathy McGroarty, Ed Carpenito, Mary
Grant, Leah Kacicz and Neil Szigethy.

Trustees Absent: Sarah Tang
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director and Amanda Ort, Children’s Librarian

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of April 2, 2024 was made by Leah
Kacicz and seconded by Mary Grant with a correction to the date of March 5, 2024 to be
corrected to April 2, 2024. Pat McCarty and Ed Carpenito abstained. Motion passed.

Correspondence: A donation of $1,100.00 was received from the Long Valley Junior Women's
Club to be used for the Summer Reading Club (Youth Services) and is much appreciated.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for April 2024 and the budget balance is
$815,206.26. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Leah Kacicz and seconded
by Neil Szigethy. Motion passed.

Bill Approval

Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly
bills by Mary Grant and seconded by Carolyn Krickus. Motion passed unanimously with “aye”
votes from the following: Patricia McCarty, Carolyn Krickus, Kathy McGroarty, Ed Carpenito,
Mary Grant, Neil Szigethy and Leah Kacicz.

Director’s Report:

The circulating pump that is connected to the boiler was leaking. The HVAC company
removed the pump (fortunately we have two) and will be installing it on 5/8. They will also
be servicing the HVAC system for the summer, at the same time.

A section of shelving in the Youth Services office collapsed, fortunately the office was
unoccupied at the time. I contacted the DPW who remounted the frames using a heavier
bracket and rehung the shelves. They also checked all of the shelving units in the library
which are bracketed to the wall and secured any that needed to be. The DPW also repaired
the potholes by the library sign.



Two light bulbs fell out of the canned lights which line the soffit inside the library entrance.
One during the roof repair and one was found after the earthquake. The clips that hold the
lights in place snapped, possibly due to age. JWG Electric is looking for replacement parts.

Paintpourri completed the installation of shades last month.

We purchased and hung artwork in the Youth Services area with the theme of "minimalist
fairytales”.

Library patrons have another app for digital content. Through The Palace Project app,
library users have access to over 20,000 items curated by the Digital Public Library of
America and purchases made by the New Jersey State Library. Plus, when Main patrons
login with their barcode and PIN they can see the Libby content.

Patrons are now able to pay their fines and fees (if they are over $5.00) using their
credit/debit cards (and Apple/Google Pay) through the Main app.

In other Main news, the Mountainside Public Library’s records were uploaded to the system
4/29-5/1. At last month’s General Membership meeting, two amendments of note were
approved. These included the increasing the maximum number of holds in Libby per patron
from 5 to 10 and the previous 1-person 1-card rule was abolished. Patrons can now be
issued cards at multiple libraries should they qualify for different levels of service. For
example, they may live in Town A, go to school in Town B, and work in Town C.

We have added an exhibit calendar to the library’s online events calendar, which lists the
current art on display in the library. This includes the bi-monthly ArtMatters display, as well
as the local artist monthly display. Also added to the webpage is an Event Proposal Form,
which potential presenters can complete if they are interested in holding a program at the
library.

In keeping with the National Pet Month theme, there are several pet-related programs for
adults coming up in May. Loosely tied to the theme, the Avian Wildlife Center will present
All About Hummingbirds which will detail hummingbird behavior and cover how to help and
draw hummingbirds to your yard. More directly about pets, although a different kind of pet,
is a talk on Saltwater Reef Aquariums. A local aquarium enthusiast will walk attendees
through how he set up his tank, talk about the fish and corals that live in it, provide tips and
tricks on maintaining a tank, and answer audience questions. Lastly, a volunteer from
Creature Comfort Pet Therapy will bring her therapy dog in and give a talk on how pet
therapy works and how to become a volunteer. Last month’s Build Your Own Terrarium
workshop, run by GCLV members was a success. It was an enjoyable evening and
attendees were all very excited with their creation.

In Youth Services, Amanda will be participating in the Ort Farms Long Valley Day on
Saturday, May 25 to promote the library's Summer Reading Program. Amanda is partnering
with Jeanette Ezra, an ESL instructor at OFRS to hold another Bilingual Bingo Night for ESL
families on Friday, May 24. She is also working with two local mothers as part of the
Passport Pals program. Each will be highlighting their home countries of EQypt and Puerto
Rico and also bringing snacks and different cultural artifacts.

The Friends of the Library held their general membership meeting last month, where they
elected new officers and voted to generously sponsor the summer reading club prizes again
this year.



Committee Reports: None.

Unfinished Business:
The revised draft of the Unattended Children’s Policy was discussed with input and explanation

from Amanda Ort. A few changes were made and it will be reviewed and voted upon at the
next meeting.

New Business:

Jackie reported that she contacted 2 vendors regarding the design and installation of the new
circulation desk. She will also contact a 3™ vendor, review plans, designs, and estimates and
report to the board at the next meeting. Mary Grant made a motion to purchase the SCAN EX
System from TBS. Carolyn Krickus seconded. Motion passed.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:55 pm made by Neil Szigethy and seconded by Mary Grant.
Motion passed.



