WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of June 4, 2024

Vice President Carolyn Krickus called the regular meeting of Tuesday, June 4, 2024 to order at
7:07 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Patricia McCarty, Carolyn Krickus, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant,
Leah Kacicz, Nicole Curioni and Neil Szigethy.

Trustees Absent: Kathy McGroarty
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director and Janice Parish, bookkeeper.

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of May 7, 2024 was made by Ed
Carpenito and seconded by Leah Kacicz. Nicole Curioni and Sarah Tang abstained. Motion
passed.

Correspondence: None.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for May 2024 and the budget balance is $718,
037.08. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Mary Grant and seconded by Neil
Szigethy. Motion passed.

Bill Approval

Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly
bills by Mary Grant and seconded by Leah Kacicz. Motion passed unanimously with “aye” votes
from the following: Patricia McCarty, Carolyn Krickus, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant,
Neil Szigethy, Nicole Curioni and Leah Kacicz.

Director’s Report:
The DPW was here to suck out a blockage in one of the tubes that leads from the HVAC unit
in the mechanical room to the sewer grate.

JWG Electric was able to locate and install the clamps, which hold the bulbs in the canned
lights which are in the foyer of the library

The Garden Club of Long Valley did their spring planting in the library garden.



We have placed our first order of adult Spanish language material to meet growing demand.
The materials will have a spine label indicating that they are part of the World Language
Collection and will be shelved in a special area.

We also ordered and received CoverOne a book repair system which rebinds books in
minutes and allows us to repair damaged material.

Adult programming successes in May included the Spring Salad Recipe Demo. This free
program was given by a dietician from the local Weiss market. She provided the
ingredients and supplies. The attendees were engaged and enjoyed the salad she made.
We plan to work with them again. The Avian Wildlife Center presented All About
Hummingbirds. It was an engaging and informative talk. Attendees asked many questions
and the presenter knew her subject well. She has various other bird presentations and we
hope to have her back in the fall. Securing Your Legacy is the third talk this presenter has
given at the library on finances. We received a lot of positive feedback from attendees. The
Saltwater Reef Aquarium talk was given by a local hobbyist who presented and answered
questions attendees had about their own set up. Gracey is busy gearing up for the Adult
Summer Reading program. A flyer with the programs and another which explains the prizes
is part of this packet.

May Youth Services program successes included Passport Pals, “where kids can take a trip
to a different country and learn about their culture.” This month’s event was presented by a
local Palestinian mother and it went spectacularly. Those who attended were very eager
and open to listen to the information that she had to share and also enjoyed the food she
brought, including falafels and hummus. Trails and Tales, “where kids can take a walk on
the trails as Miss Amanda shares some tales” was also a big hit and she will be continuing it
throughout the summer, visiting different trails for families to walk on and listen to improv
stories. We also had great success with our second Bilingual Bingo Night which saw over
100 families, some of who received new library cards. In June we will be holding a Junior
Junior Prom for the younger kids, where we will have music, dancing and games. The SRC
starts on 6/17, this year we will have a Prize wheel that the kids will spin for every 7 days of
time spent reading.

The tonies (as mentioned at a previous board meeting), as well as two Tonie boxes have
been ordered and will be ready to circulate by the summer.

Committee Reports: None.

Unfinished Business:
Mary Grant made a motion to accept the Children Safety Policy and Procedures. Carolyn
Krickus seconded. Motion passed.

New Business:

Jackie distributed information from 3 vendors regarding the design, installation and quotes for
the new circulation desk. Discussion ensued and the board will revisit these options at the next
board meeting. Jackie presented estimates for the possibility of acoustic tiles to be added in
the meeting room to help cut down on the echo and noise level in the room. Jackie will reach
out for more details regarding these tiles and wait for a report from board members attending



a story hour to relay how bad the echo/noise level is in the room while a children’s
program/story hour is going on. This will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.
Jackie and the staff would like to honor Greg Kasperowitz, the library’s former bookkeeper who
passed away a few months ago by adding his name to the library donor wall. The board
members agreed that Greg should be recognized and his family notified of this honor.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:10 pm made by Neil Szigethy and seconded by Mary Grant.
Motion passed.



