WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of September 3, 2024

Vice President Carolyn Krickus called the regular meeting of Tuesday, September 3, 2024 to
order at 7:03 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Patricia McCarty, Carolyn Krickus, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant,
Leah Kacicz, Nicole Curioni and Neil Szigethy.

Trustees Absent: Kathy McGroarty
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director and Janice Parish, bookkeeper.

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of July 30, 2024 was made by Ed
Carpenito and seconded by Mary Grant. Patricia McCarty and Sarah Tang abstained. Motion
passed.

Correspondence: Jackie presented a letter to the Board of Trustees from Nisivoccia, our
auditor, and a letter from the Main Executive Board, along with medical leave of absence
requests from 2 library staff members. A letter from library patron, Elizabeth Szamreta, was
received, complimenting the library and acknowledging the superb job of the library staff.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for September 2024 and the budget balance is
$504,618.05. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Neil Szigethy and seconded
by Ed Carpenito. Motion passed.

Mary Grant also presented the bank reconciliation balance of $178,737.98 as of 8/31/24, along
with the pre-approved bills totaling $20,104.72 for the July 2024 meeting and the bills paid in
August 2024 totaling $36,351.83. Mary Grant presented the Capital Expense Update for the
Interior Facilities.

Bill Approval

Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly
bills by Ed Carpenito and seconded by Leah Kacicz. Motion passed unanimously with “aye”
votes from the following: Patricia McCarty, Carolyn Krickus, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary
Grant, Neil Szigethy, Nicole Curioni and Leah Kacicz.

Director’s Report:
Garden Club of LV member, Teddie Falcone, came up with a list of suitable
replacements for the ailing boxwoods in front of the library. They include shrubs



that are “deer resistant”, appropriate to our zone and have year-round interest. 1
have reached out to local landscaping company Deerfield Farms for a quote, and
will use that as a starting point to obtain other quotes.

ScanEZ has been used by numerous patrons and appears to be as easy to use as
we had anticipated. The next step is to connect the system to our Jaimex box, to
enable patrons to pay right at the print station.

We would like to expand our Library of Things collection, which currently includes:
museum passes, hot spots, seed sorting trays and Tonies. In addition to coming up
with list of areas that we would like to concentrate on (crafts, electronics, home &
garden gadgets) and a list of items to add, we are also working on creating policies
and procedures for circulating LOT items. I have met with the professional staff to
go over such policies and am asking for volunteers for the Policies Committee on
the Board of Trustees to review.

Jackie attended an all-day retreat as part of the Main Executive Board. Topics
discussed were the anticipated migration to a new ILS system next year, e-
Payment disbursement, and equitable voting rights as Main expands. There are a
lot of exciting things happening in the consortium.

Adult program successes since we last met include Wolves & Wolf Dogs, it was a
safe environment and those that attended had a great time taking pictures two
well-trained wolf dogs and asking questions of the Howling Woods Farm staff.
Kings, Queens, and Guillotines, was well-attended and well received. The presenter
laid out many intriguing facts in a quick-paced yet easy to follow manner, peppered
with jokes that kept the audience engaged and laughing. Some highlights this
month include another round of Mah Jongg For Beginners. This is the third time we
are offering this very popular series. We are also offering Beginner ESL Classes
which are being advertised throughout the Township. Our second Repair Café and
the first series of Lifetime Learning classes will also be held this month.

The Youth Services Department had a very successful Summer Reading Program.
This year they had a dedicated group of teen volunteers who staffed the Summer
Reading table, logging in reading hours for the participants and handing out weekly
prizes. SRC participants were encouraged to complete a survey at the end of the
program. Many were pleased with the addition of the prize wheel and most
provided feedback on prizes and programs that they would like to see in the future.
The Trails and Tales program for kids and teens was very popular and we will be
continuing the program again in the fall.

In September Youth Services have a variety of regular programs scheduled. These
include Pokemon Club, Passport Pals, and Lego Club. Miss Janice has planned
several programs celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month. For teens, she will
be offering a decoration making program where they will snack on churros and
make different decorations to hang inside the library. In a combined adult and



youth program she has organized a Mariachi band to come and play, and some
local parents will make flan and teach different dances including the salsa and Cha
Cha.

Committee Reports: None.
Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:

Mary Grant made a motion to approve the Corrective Action Plan for the 2023 Audit. Neil
Szigethy seconded. Motion passed. Ed Carpenito made a motion to pass the Resolution of the
Certification of the 2023 Audit. Mary Grant seconded. Motion passed. Library Board members
signed the Certification of the 2023 Audit Group Affidavit Form. Jackie will get this form
notarized. Leah Kacicz made a motion to approve the 2023 Annual Library Audit. Ed Carpenito
seconded. Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to approve the 2023 Library Transfer of
Funds Form. Sarah Tang seconded. Motion passed.

Mary Grant made a motion to approve the extended sick leave for 2 library employees. Neil
Szigethy seconded. Motion passed.

Gean Ort’s name will be added to the library’s donor wall. Gean was a long-time library
employee who recently passed away.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:48 pm made by Mary Grant and seconded by Leah Kacicz.
Motion passed.



