WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of November 5, 2024

Vice President Carolyn Krickus called the regular meeting of Tuesday, November 5, 2024 to
order at 7:00 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant, Neil Szigethy, Carolyn Krickus and
Leah Kacicz.

Trustees Absent: Kathy McGroarty, Patricia McCarty, Nicole Curioni
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director and Janice Parish, bookkeeper.

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of October 1, 2024 was made by Ed
Carpentino and seconded by Mary Grant. Leah Kacicz and Carolyn Krickus abstained. Motion
passed.

Correspondence: State Library per-capita state aid check for $9,850.20 received. Letter of
resignation received. Thank you note received from Elise of Art Matters.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for November 2024 and the budget balance is
$359,885.54. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Leah Kacicz and seconded
by Neil Szigethy. Motion passed. Interest of $575.55 accrued at Valley Bank and interest in the
amount of $100.20 accrued at Fulton Bank.

Bill Approval

Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly
bills by Mary Grant and Neil Szigethy seconded. Motion passed unanimously with “aye” votes
from the following: Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant, Neil Szigethy, and Carolyn Krickus.

Director’s Report:

The fire alarm communicator ceased working. Everon (the business side of ADT) came out to
replace it with a cellular communicator. This enabled us to cancel two more of our “landlines’
with Brightspeed, which were hardwired into the previous fire alarm communicator. We are
taking similar action with our burglar alarm system.

John Groel from JWG Electric, replaced the parts on the parking lot pole light.

The DPW replaced all of the faded signage in the library’s parking lot.

Jason Mazzer Plumbing & HVAC performed their bi-annual service of the HVAC system.
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Il. Operations

All Main patrons began receiving email notifications from Patron Point. These notifications
display content in a visually appealing way and contain our library's branding for overdues,
almost overdues, and auto-renews. The holds pickup emails still display the generic Main
Library Alliance branding.

The ESL classes run by local resident and Morris County Literacy volunteer Bob Falcone are
going well, we are very pleased that his first session is full! This first session will run through
mid-December, and we hope to do another session in 2025.The Cook Book Club organization
meeting had 11 enthusiastic attendees, who are all ready to start baking and cooking. This club
will meet monthly on the first Monday each month, and is now set up to run through 2025. It
should be a tasty endeavor! The Paranormal Perspectives presentation by author and medium
Richard Mischella had a whopping 45 attendees, approaching max capacity for the room. The
seasonal interest in all things ghostly made this a great talk to host in October.

Some upcoming highlights this month include Edward Hopper: Art talk by Janet Mandel.

She has done a number of Zoom presentations for a group of libraries in Main that elected to
participate (WTPL being one of them) and our patrons keep telling us how much they have
enjoyed them. A Shorebird’s Journey: New Jersey to the Bahamas is an upcoming presentation
from the Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey. They will talk about the piping plover, an
endangered shorebird which summers largely in New Jersey.

Janice has been working with the local veterans to put together a presentation for families.
Veterans will share their stories and children are invited to make cards for the veterans as well
to celebrate Veteran's Day. Amanda has recruited some local crafters to help teach a crocheting
class which has been in high demand from kids and teens alike. Janice and Amanda will be
attending the Teen Librarian Toolbox at the Parsippany Library on November 15. It is being
hosted by the NJLA's Young Adult Section, to replace our regular Youth Services meeting. In
attending this program they hope to learn how better to reach out to the local community and
grow our teen programming.

The Friends of the Library put out their bi-annual newsletter this month. They will be putting up
the annual Giving Tree, which benefits the LV Food Pantry at the end of the month.

Just a reminder that the NJ Virtual Trustee Institute will be held on Saturday, November 16,
from 9:00-3:30 p.m.

Committee Reports: Carolyn Krickus, Mary Grant, Kathy McGroarty, Janice Parish, and Jackie
Zuzzi volunteered for the Budget Committee.

Unfinished Business: Director’s Evaluation is due on November 5, 2024.

New Business:

With regard to a change in the Library Board Meeting dates, it was decided that we will meet
the 2nd Tuesday of the Month starting in 2025. Mary Grant made a motion and Sarah Tang
seconded.



2025 Budget update: There is a $101,185.00 increase for 2025.

Jackie Zuzzi discussed the most recent litigation. The attorney will bring it to the Township
Committee.

Personnel Matters:
1. A motion was made by Mary Grant and seconded by Ed Carpentino and passed to
accept resignation of library assistant effective November 9, 2024.
2. A motion was made by Mary Grant to hire a library assistant for 18 hours per week at
$15.91 per hour and seconded by Neil Szigethy. Motion passed.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:45 pm made by Neil Szigethy and seconded by Ed Carpentino.
Motion passed.



