WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of December 3, 2024

President Kathy McGroarty called the regular meeting of Tuesday, December 3, 2024 to order
at 6:58 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Patricia McCarty, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant, Nicole Curioni,
Carolyn Krickus and Kathy McGroarty

Trustees Absent: Neil Szigethy and Leah Kacicz
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director and Janice Parish, bookkeeper.

Mary Grant made a motion to go into a closed session. Carolyn Krickus seconded. Motion
passed. Mary Grant made a motion to come out of the closed session. Carolyn Krickus
seconded. Motion passed.

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of November 5, 2024 was made by
Mary Grant and seconded by Sarah Tang. Kathy McGroarty, Pat McCarty and Nicole Curioni
abstained. Motion passed.

Correspondence: The library received a $50.00 donation from Mr. & Mrs. Fazzini.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for November 2024 and the budget balance is
$286,627.16. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Sarah Tang and seconded by
Nicole Curioni. Motion passed.

Bill Approval

Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly
bills by Carolyn Krickus and seconded by Sarah Tang. Motion passed unanimously with “aye”
votes from the following: Patricia McCarty, Kathy McGroarty, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary
Grant, Carolyn Krickus and Nicole Curioni.

Director’s Report:
The handicapped button that is on the post outside the building needed to be repaired. The

existing transmitter and receiver was replaced to a newer more reliable version.

Frank’s Plumbing repaired two leaking toilets in the ladies’ room this month.



The burglar alarm communicator was replaced by Everon This enabled us to cancel one more
of our “landlines” with Brightspeed, which were hardwired into the previous burglar alarm
communicator. The remaining landline is connected to the sewer pump alarm, which
communications with the MUA.

In Youth Services, Janice put together a spectacular program for Veteran’s Day. Local veterans
shared their stories with children and parents alike. The much-requested crochet classes for
teens and children went well. Attendees were excited to learn a new skill, start a new project,
or share their current works with others. They also held another successful Feastival, which had
over 60 kids and adults attend, to share stories and snacks and celebrate Thanksgiving. Janice
also held a friendship bracelet making class for the tweens and teens to bring them some
relaxation and socialization.

Janice and Amanda attended the Teen Librarian Toolbox and used that time to learn more
about Al and how it can affect teens. They learned about tools they can use to help teens
identify Al, and show them the problems or misinformation that may arise from its use. They
also met with Teen Librarians from around New Jersey to learn more about teen programming
and the best ways to support teens in the library.

Janice and Amanda also attended the NJLA Youth Services Forum at Monroe Township Public
Library. The event was filled with new ideas they would love to incorporate into the library.
Some ideas included sensory baskets; filled with fidget toys, breathing exercises, and calming
jars to help regulate children who may be overwhelmed in the library. They will be working
together to share these ideas to see what can be incorporated into our library for the
betterment of our patrons.

December will be busy with lots of holiday programming. Passport Pals will be focusing on how
different countries celebrate the winter holidays around the world. They will be offering
gingerbread house kits once again for families and teens. Janice will be hosting a holiday
ornament making class. Amanda is working with the Recreation department to see about
joining their Holiday Jamboree with a possible story time.

Upcoming adult programs in December include a Holiday Charcuterie Board Class, presented by
Luce from Fromage in Hackettstown, the event was filled immediately. There will also be a
Winter Holiday Centerpiece Workshop. In collaboration with volunteers from the Garden Club
of Long Valley, this workshop will teach participants how to create a lovely centerpiece for their
holiday table, which they’ll get to take home.

The Friends of the Library are sponsoring Golden Age of Broadway, performed by Bonnie Rapp.
The annual Giving Tree will be up through December 12. They ask that patrons bring in winter
accessories to decorate the tree, and these items are donated to the local food pantry.



Committee Reports: The Budget Committee met and the 2025 Library Budget will be presented
and discussed under “New Business”.

Unfinished Business: Kathy has received all of Jackie’s evaluations. Kathy and Jackie will meet
on Monday, December 9th to discuss the evaluations.

New Business: Mary Grant made a motion to approve the 2025 Library Budget. Carolyn
Krickus seconded. Motion passed unanimously with “aye” votes from the following: Patricia
McCarty, Kathy McGroarty, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant, Carolyn Krickus and Nicole
Curioni. Mary Grant made a motion to approve the Notary Public Policy. Sarah Tang seconded.
Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to approve the Library of Things Policy. Carolyn
Krickus seconded. Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to approve the
Policy/Procedure for Community Collection Boxes. Carolyn Krickus seconded. Motion passed.
Mary Grant made a motion to approve the Main 2025 Membership Agreement. Carolyn
Krickus seconded. Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to go into closed session.
Carolyn Krickus seconded. Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to come out of closed
session. Carolyn Krickus seconded. Motion passed.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:08 pm made by Mary Grant and seconded by Carolyn Krickus.
Motion passed.



