
 WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Minutes for the meeting of January 14, 2025 

  
  
Library Director Jacqueline Zuzzi called the regular meeting of Tuesday, January 14, 2025 to 
order at 7:00 p.m.  Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
  
Trustees present:  Patricia McCarty, Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito, Mary Grant, Nicole Curioni, 
Carolyn Krickus, Neil Szigethy, Kathy McGroarty and Heather Kourpas. 
 
Staff present:  Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director and Janice Parish, bookkeeper. 
 
Township Liaison and Committeeman present: Matt Murello  

  
Election of Officers: 
Mary Grant made a motion to nominate Kathy McGroarty for the position of Board President. 
Carolyn Krickus seconded.  Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to nominate Carolyn 
Krickus for the position of Vice President.  Sarah Tang seconded.  Motion passed. Pat McCarty 
made a motion to nominate Mary Grant for treasurer.  Carolyn Krickus seconded.  Motion 
passed.  Mary Grant made a motion to nominate Pat McCarty for secretary.  Neil Szigethy 
seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Ed Carpenito made a motion for all of the following: to hire Nisivoccia LLP as our auditor, to 
accept Fulton Bank of New Jersey, Peapack-Gladstone Bank, and Valley National Bank as our 
official depositories, to accept the Observer-Tribune as our official newspaper for 2025, to 
accept the “open public meetings act” resolution as written and to accept the public contracts 
law and regulations as written.  Mary Grant seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Ed Carpenito made a motion to approve the Public Contracts Laws and Regulations consisting of 
Ingram Content Group LLC., OverDrive Inc. and Midwest Tape as jobbers of book and media 
library material for the year 2025.  Mary Grant seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Mary Grant made a motion to accept the 2025 Board of Trustees meeting dates.   Neil Szigethy 
seconded.  Motion passed.  These dates have already been given to the Township. 
 
Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of December 3, 2024 was made 
Mary Grant and seconded by Sarah Tang.  Heather Kourpas abstained.  Motion passed. 
  
Correspondence:  Jackie presented several donations from various community members and a 
thank you note from the Long Valley Food Pantry. 
  
Open to the Public. 
Meeting was open to the public.  No public present. Meeting was closed to the public. 



  
Treasurer’s Report 
Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for December 2024 and the budget balance is 
$178,778.46.  Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Neil Szigethy and seconded 
by Pat McCarty.  Motion passed.  
  
Bill Approval 
Bills to be paid were presented.  Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly 
bills by Ed Carpenito and seconded by Sarah Tang.  Motion passed unanimously with “aye” 
votes from the following: Ed Carpenito, Sarah Tang, Nicole Curioni, Pat McCarty, Mary Grant, 
Kathy McGroarty, Neil Szigethy, Heather Kourpas and Carolyn Krickus.  
  
Director’s Report: 
The burglar alarm system was replaced, which included the panels in the mechanical room and 
staff workroom. We also added three panic buttons, at the Circulation desk, Director’s desk and 
Youth Services desk. The panel located in the staff workroom also has a panic code that can be 
used. We are waiting for a quote to replace the motion sensors throughout the building. 
Our new Library Assistant, Patrice Schaffer began work on Friday, January 10. Jessica and Jackie 
will be attending Koha Kaptain training (Main’s new ILS) in Parsippany at the end of the month. 
They will be leading the training of the rest of the staff on the new system, which will go live in 
March. December was a busy month for holiday programming in Youth Services, the 
gingerbread house kits and holiday ornament decorating programs were very successful. 
Amanda attended the Jolly Jamboree hosted by the Recreation Department, she shared stories 
and talked to a lot of families while they visited with Santa Claus. We introduced Yotos into the 
children’s media collection and have received positive feedback, although we are working out 
some minor kinks. Janice and Amanda attended the Collaborative Summer Learning Program 
“Summer Symposium” which gave them lots of new ideas for the upcoming Summer Reading 
Program. The theme for this summer is “Color Our World”, and they are currently 
brainstorming on how best to advertise and integrate that slogan into library programming. 
January will be busy with lots of activities including a Taylor Swift Party, a Spa Day for teens, 
and a Pajama Story Time. The YS staff is looking forward to the new year. December adult 
program highlights included the Holiday Charcuterie Board class presented by the owner of 
“Fromage” in Hackettstown. The attendees loved it, and left with gorgeous and delicious 
creations they made! Also, well attended was Winter Holiday Centerpiece, presented by our 
very own Teddie Falcone, who is also a well renowned Master Flower Show Judge. This hand-on 
workshop was a huge hit. Patrons loved learning about floral arranging, and bringing home 
something they created themselves. No two pieces were alike, and a few patrons left 
exclaiming that they couldn’t believe they’d made something so pretty. Upcoming adult 
programs in January include two hands-on craft programs, bottle painting and need felting. Also 
coming up this month is Cuba: A Journey Through Time, Chris McCormack, who styles himself a 
professional traveler, will present this lecture with slides to bring a bit of the tropical to us in 
these cold months. Finally, What Makes Magic…Magic? Mansfield local Bill Wisch, the only 
official protege of the master Tony Slydini, will entertain and astound with stories of his life in 
the magician industry, and sleight of hand. Bill gave Gracey a demo of his performance, which 



was such a joyful and entertaining experience that she can’t wait to have him here for our 
patrons. The Friends of the Library are holding an executive board meeting this month, where 
they will discuss the spring Lifetime Learning series.  
 
Committee Reports:  
Neil Szigethy and Carolyn Krickus volunteered to by on the Policies Committee that will meet 
soon. 
 
 Unfinished Business:   
Kathy McGroarty met with Jackie to go over her yearly evaluation.  Jackie presented her 2025 
goals and addressed concerns and questions from board members that were expressed in her 
evaluation.   
  
New Business:  
Mary Grant made a motion to approve the shade replacement with Paintpourri for $6,131.66.  
Neil Szigethy seconded.  Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to approve the contract 
with Evron for the the burglar alarm system for $7,432.00.  Neil Szigethy seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
  
Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:00 pm made by Mary Grant and seconded by Pat McCarty. 
Motion passed. 
 

 


