WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of March 11, 2025

Library Board President Kathy McGroarty called the regular meeting of Tuesday, March 11,
2025 to order at 7:00 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Patricia McCarty, Mary Grant, Kathy McGroarty, Heather Kourpas, Ed Carpenito and
Sarah Tang.

Trustees absent: Carolyn Krickus, Neil Szigethy, and Nicole Curioni.
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of February 11, 2025 was made
Mary Grant and seconded by Heather Kourpas. Sarah Tang and Ed Carpenito abstained. Motion
passed.

Correspondence: None.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for February 2025 and the budget balance is
$1,096,790.52. Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Ed Carpenito and
seconded by Sarah Tang. Motion passed.

Bill Approval

Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly
bills by Ed Carpenito and seconded by Sarah Tang. Motion passed unanimously with “aye”
votes from the following: Pat McCarty, Mary Grant, Kathy McGroarty, Ed Carpenito, Heather
Kourpas and Sarah Tang.

Director’s Report:

The roof work was completed by George Keller & Sons. We had a sewer backup issue, the
DPW responded and snaked out the floor drains, both outside and inside the library. The
MUA also responded to check the sewer pump on the side of the building. The DPW also
replaced numerous warped ceiling tiles in the youth services area. I reached out to DRS
Landscaping, to start initial discussing regarding tree and holly trimming (at the GCLV’s
request) and boxwood replacement.

Janice and I completed and submitted the annual NJ Public Library Statistical Report. Janice
also completed and submitted 1099s for those vendors who require one.



The will be attending a 2-hour Koha training on 3/7. They have received their individual
logins and are practicing for the go-live date on 3/24. We will be in Koha offline mode on
Saturday, 3/22.

March is Youth Art Month. The art teachers from LVMS, hung the student’s art throughout
the library.

In Youth Services, the Dav Pilkey Book Club had over 20, very excited elementary school
boys attend. They had a wonderful time talking about everything Dog Man, including finding
a new name and more. Both the Black History Month Storytime and Presidents’ Day
Program were also well received. Attendees for the Black History Month storytime learned
about famous African American inventors including Garrett Morgan the inventor of the stop
light and famous poet Langston Hughes. Ms. Janice taught kids about the presidents and
what the president does and how kids can become president in the future. Janice held a
successful Pizza Pajama Party for the teens after hours.

For the month of March, and continuing the Youth Art Month theme, there will be a Messy
Art Playtime for younger kids and local artist Sue Jones will be teaching elementary school
children how to paint with watercolors. Miss Amanda will be holding a Bilingual Playtime on
a Saturday in March. Her hope for this program is to encourage families who speak more
than one language at home to find a place to connect with other families who may speak
the same language.

In terms of outreach, Miss Amanda visited Old Farmers Road School for their Read Across
America Week and brought a variety of books to read including Crash, Splash, Moo by Bob
Shea, Sam and Dave Dig a Hole by Mac Barnett, Nanette’s Baguette by Mo Willems, What
Pet Should I Get? by Dr. Seuss, Saving Fiona by Thane Maynard, Cute as An Axolot!/ by Jess
Keating, and The Hen Who Sailed Around the World by Guirec Soudee. She was able to visit
classrooms from each grade level along with sharing a couple stories inside the library as
well.

Adult programming this in March includes Hidden Secrets in Rare Books, we are excited to
have a Long Valley local, who is the Manager of Special Collections at Drew University and a
trained art historian, present her specialty at our library! Candace Reilly managed over 50k
rare books, manuscripts, and unique materials. In this illustrated lecture she will talk about
hidden secrets, tales, and curses that have been left in books. Also, this month are two
more Master Gardener Seed Library programs, Raised Bed Gardening Basics and Spring
Gardening. Our local Community Garden has been talking up our gardening presentations
to their members, giving our Master Gardener Programs even more PR. Successes in
February included, George and Martha Washington: A Love Story, this character
presentation was well attended, and themed well for both Presidents’ and Valentines’ Day.
Two virtual art programs were also popular, African American Culture Honored in NYC Public
Art, attendees were excited to learn about these pieces of art, their history, and where they
can see them. How to Look: The Dutch Golden Age of Painting, was the first in a series by
Jay Schuck, and was well attended and well received.

Committee Reports: None.

Unfinished Business: None.



New Business:

Discussion ensued regarding the WT Hold Harmless Agreement that will be adopted by the
Library. Jackie will make the necessary changes and the Library Board will discuss this at the
next meeting. Mary Grant made a motion to rollover the CD we have with Valley Bank. Sarah
Tang seconded. Motion passed. Mary Grant made a motion to approve the revised Meeting
Room Policy after it is revised by Neil Szigethy. Ed Carpenito seconded. Motion passed. Ed
Carpenito made a motion for the Library Board to put up the tuition ($580.00) for Amanda Ort,
Children’s Librarian, to attend the ALA (American Library Association) Conference in
Philadelphia, PA. Mary Grant seconded. Motion passed. Ed Carpenito made a motion to open
the library at 10:00 am on Monday, March 24, 2025 due to the update of the ILS System. Mary
Grant seconded. Motion passed.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:57 pm made by Mary Grant and seconded by Pat McCarty.
Motion passed.



