WASHINGTOWN TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for the meeting of May 13, 2025

Library Board President Kathy McGroarty called the regular meeting of Tuesday, May 13, 2025 to order
at 7:01 p.m. Meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Trustees present: Mary Grant, Heather Kourpas, Carolyn Krickus, Kerry Conklin and Neil Szigethy.

Trustees absent: Sarah Tang, Ed Carpenito
Staff present: Jackie Zuzzi, Library Director, Ms. Janice, Janice Parish

Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of April 8, 2025 was made by Mary Grant
and seconded by Kathy McGroarty. Motion passed.

Correspondence: Jackie presented Pat McCarty’s letter resigning from her position as a member of the
Washington Township Library Board due to retirement.

Open to the Public.
Meeting was open to the public. No public present. Meeting was closed to the public.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Grant presented the treasurer’s report for April 2025 and the budget balance is $864,850.50.
Motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report by Neil Szigethy and seconded by Carolyn
Krickus. Motion passed.

Bill Approval
Bills to be paid were presented. Motion was made to approve bill payment for the monthly bills by

Neil Szigethy and seconded by Carolyn Krickus. Motion passed unanimously with “aye” votes from the
following: Kerry Conklin, Mary Grant, Heather Kourpas.

Janice Parish provided the Capital Improvement Budget. All members present signed off on the Capital
Improvement Budget.

Director’s Report:
While here to replace the non-functioning valves connected to the boiler, the HVAC

technicians discovered that the air handler unit, which controls airflow to the back
offices was not working. Unfortunately, the motor needed to be replaced. This
work was completed as well as an additional visit to service the units, including
changing the filters and belts and cleaning the outside condensers.

The MUA had the sewer pump alarm dialer repaired and reprogrammed, although



functional there is a little more work to be done on the dialer. The MUA is getting a
quote and I am waiting to hear back from them.

The Township DPW worked with the Garden Club to trim back the holly bushes at
the front of the building and weed out the overgrown deutzia and amsonia shrubs.
They also removed the tree in the circle garden, which didn't make it over the
winter.

I accepted the donation of two paintings by Shirley Reo Beene. Thomas Edmunds,
a resident of Heath Village donated one of the individual library mural paintings and
one of the Merv Griffin’s house in Califon.

The Warren County Library system was added to the Main ILS over the week of
5/5, adding 4 locations and more than 187,000 items!

All Township employees were notified that the Township would be leaving the NJ
State Health Benefits system due to the increasing cost of benefits, both to
employees and employers. Staff attended a presentation by the Central Jersey
Health Insurance Fund (managed by the Brown &amp; Brown brokerage firm), who use
Aetna as their medical network. Employees will transition from Horizon to Aetna for
medical benefits and move from Optum to Express Scripts for prescription drug
benefits effective 7/1. According to the CJHIF, the benefits will be “equal to or
better than” the current SHBP benefits, and the cost both to the employee and
employer will be more manageable. Delta Dental, will continue to be the dental
provider, as that is not part of the SHBP.

The Youth Services department is in the midst of preparing for Summer Reading.
Fortunately, there have been a lot of teens signing up to become volunteers for the
Summer Reading Table, where they will help hand out prizes and log in days read
to all participants. The theme for Summer Reading this year is “Color Our World”
and the YS staff plans to cover the entire library in a variety of colors to help
promote the program. Janice will be visiting OFRS to talk about Summer
programming, while Amanda is working on getting into the other elementary
schools to spread the word.

Janice had a successful class visit to Cucinella, where she and her daughter Jenny
read books to one of the first-grade classes. Amanda partnered with a local ESL

teacher, Mrs. Ezeta to hold Multicultural Bingo for the third year in a row. This



program has helped highlight the variety of other languages that are spoken in the
community and brings in a lot of families to receive library cards and learn about
what the library has to offer.

For May programming, a lot of outside and gardening activities are planned;
including the “Artistic Gardener” where children will decorate tin cans and plant
herb gardens, perfect for Mother’s Day. They will also be hosting a Fairy House
program, where attendees will build fairy houses outside of the library with
materials found in nature. Amanda will be hosting the popular Trails and Tales
program. In Teen programming, food and cooking has remained popular, so
Amanda is holding a Chocolate Feast and Boba Night this month.

Adult programming highlights in May include an Origami Flower Making Workshop
which is currently full with a waitlist. Battle of Seven Pines/Fair Oaks is part of a
series offered by the North Jersey Civil War Round Table. The NJ Civil War Round
Table offers their programs for free to all libraries, and we have had good patron
interest from our local residents. Aside from the programming, Richard from the
NJCWRT and three of our patrons came in to present two books for donation to the
library. It was great to see our locals; interest in the subject, and meet Richard in
person. Finally, we are holding our second Repair Cafe this month. This is a place
where attendees can bring broken or damaged items, get them fixed, and learn
something in the process. Our volunteers are Tom from Marty’s Reliable Cycle,
Ron, a local retired engineer, Laura, a local sewing expert.

The Friends of the Library have two Lifetime Learning series occurring this month.

Committee Reports: None.

Unfinished Business:
None

New Business:

Board Secretary Position: We will hold the vote for Board Secretary at our next meeting.

Rainbow Storytime: Discussion about whether or not to have Rainbow Storytime in June for Pride
Month. Members discussed and did not come to an agreement. Miss Janice will revise the poster and
change the name of this storytime and send the information to Jackie. Jackie will send out to the
board members.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.



