
Nov. 13 - Gilbert Stuart, Portraitist of the Founding
Fathers

Stuart (1755-1828) produced more than 1,000 portraits in
his lifetime as he worked in eight cities. Renowned for the
accuracy of his likenesses, Stuart painted the most
important Americans of his time, including presidents.
One of his portraits of George Washington is on the one-
dollar bill. He could be a charming conversationalist,
drawing out his sitters’ personalities, but was sometimes
irascible. He became the preeminent art authority in
America. 

Nov. 20 - John Trumbull's Paintings of U.S. History

Though blind in one eye, Trumbull  (1756–1843) served in
the American Revolution, sketching maps for the military
and acting as an assistant to Generals Washington and
Gates. In the 1780s, he went to London to study under the
American painter Benjamin West, who encouraged him to
paint miniature portraits and scenes of the war. Trumbull
went on to become one of the chief portrait artists in
America—including of George Washington—as well as the
chief painter of scenes from the war, four of which now
hang in the United States Capitol rotunda in Washington,
D.C. (The Declaration of Independence there served as a
model for the reverse image of the current United States
two-dollar bill).
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The 2026 Midterm Elections

With Dr. Phil Mundo, Professor Emeritus of Political
Science at Drew University

This series of lectures describes the main characteristics
of midterm congressional elections (both House and
Senate), their recent history, and their importance for the
incumbent president. The final lecture in the series
considers these factors in light of the 2026 congressional
elections.

10:30 am -11:30 am

Oct. 9  - Midterm Congressional Elections: The Basics
Midterm Congressional Elections are frequently viewed
as a referendum on the incumbent President. This lecture
focuses on: the advantage the “out” party, voter turnout, 
redistricting (gerrymandering), campaign finance and the
significance of the election outcomes for the remaining
two years in the incumbent president’s term.

Oct. 16  - Midterm Elections Historically
Midterm congressional elections historically follow the
patterns described above , in serving as a referendum on
the incumbent president. Here we review this record and
discusses the historical significance of several key
congressional midterm elections.

Oct. 23 - The Political Environment of the 2026 Midterm
Elections: What’s at Stake
The congressional midterm elections are taking place in a
volatile political environment. The American political
system is sharply divided by party and ideology. This
lecture explains the origins and consequences of the
current partisan and ideological divide in the U.S.

Oct. 30 - Key Races, Possible Outcomes, and
Consequences of the 2026 Midterm Elections
How are the midterm elections shaping up? Here we
discuss the main patterns in the current election season,
focus on several key elections, and take a broader look at
the possible overall outcomes. Lying at the heart of this
year’s elections are voters’ views of President Trump and
the effectiveness of the Republican Party in the last two
years.

ARTISTS' EYES ON THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

With Michael Norris Ph.D., former Museum
Educator at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

10:30 am -12:00 pm
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Sign up for:                                             Price: 

      Shake, Rattle and Roll                   $35*/$40

      Cinema of 1975                             $35*/$40

      2026 Midterm Elections               $35*/$40

       Artists’ Eyes                                  $15*/$20

 
 

 *WTPL Friends of the Library members receive
a discount on each series.
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Please make checks payable to:
Friends of WTPL, with Lifetime Learning in the

memo line
Return to:

The Washington Township Public Library
37 East Springtown Rd. Long Valley, NJ 07853

Shake, Rattle and Roll: Music       
1945-1975

Method of Payment

With Dr. Robert W. Butts, Artistic 
Director/Conductor of The Baroque Orchestra of New

Jersey, Professor Montclair State University,
Saint Elizabeth University

Aug. 28 -  1945-1955: Post War - Musical, Artistic, and
Social Changes
After World War II, society moved rapidly in many new
directions. Technology changed dramatically in
communications, recording, transportation, and
broadcasting as America entered a boom period.

Sept. 4 - 1955-1964: Rock and Roll Defines a New Music
Broadway is in a Golden Age, Country Music and
Bluegrass become international, Folk Music is the voice
of protest and conscience, Leonard Bernstein on
Television, Elvis Presley.

Sept. 18 - 1964-1969: The Beatles & the British Invasion
This period also includes Sondheim on Broadway,
Motown, Jazz, and Country music.  It was the era of
violence and Vietnam and also the Psychedelic Age.

Sept. 25 - 1969-1975 - Reactions and Revivals
A period of action and reaction, musically and socially.
Old music becomes new music through revivals, early
music discoveries like Johnny Cash and Willie Nelson,
become Country Music outlaws, Elvis, Sinatra and others
return to concert halls, new artists write new pop
standards, folk singers sing of personal feelings and
experiences, film scores rely more on popular songs
rather than symphonic sounds.

10:30 am -11:30 am

With Mr. Joseph Geddes, Supervisor of Curriculum,
Instruction & Evaluation at the West Morris Regional

School District, former WMCHS teacher of Film Analysis
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Sept. 10 - Shampoo: The Last Days of the 60s
Counterculture
Sept.17 - Jaws: Summer Terror and the Birth of the
Modern Blockbuster
Sept. 24 - One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest: Rebellion and
Conformity in 1970s America
Oct. 1 - The Rocky Horror Picture Show: Camp, Cult
Cinema, and Audience Participation

By the mid 1950s, a new form of music dominated, Rock
and Roll. But, the period wasn't all about fun and good
times. Immediately after the war, a new type of war began
called "The Cold War." Equal rights for many became a
major issue of the period. Violence and assassinations
came to mark the period along with open sexuality,
protests, and drugs. Over the entire 30 years was the
shadow of the Vietnam War. Music became the most
dominant of art forms and became the voice of the period.  

The year 1975 stands as one of the defining moments in
the history of American film. It was a year suspended
between two cinematic eras: the final flowering of the
personal, director-driven “New Hollywood” movement and
the emergence of the modern blockbuster that would
dominate popular cinema for decades to come.
Filmmakers experimented with narrative structure,
sexuality, violence, and political cynicism in ways that
reflected the uncertainty of post-Watergate America, while
studios simultaneously began to recognize the enormous
commercial potential of wide-release entertainment. Few
years in film history better capture the tension between
artistic ambition and mass-market appeal.

This series examines 1975 through four landmark films
that reveal the breadth, contradictions, and cultural
anxieties of the era. From the satirical sexual politics of
Shampoo to the crowd-pleasing terror of Jaws, from the
anti-authoritarian rebellion of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest to the midnight-movie phenomenon of The Rocky
Horror Picture Show, each session will combine film clips,
historical context, and critical discussion to explore how
these works reflected, and perhaps reshaped, aspects of
the American cultural landscape. Together, these films
illustrate why 1975 remains one of the most important
and transformative years in cinema history.

Cinema of 1975: Art, Rebellion, and
the Birth of the Blockbuster
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